Auditory P300 does not differentiate borderline personality disorder from schizotypal personality disorder.
The P300 response to an auditory two-tone discrimination task has previously been reported to have prolonged latency and reduced amplitude in schizophrenia and borderline personality disorder. In this study, P300 was recorded from 23 subjects with borderline personality disorder, 12 subjects fulfilling criteria for both borderline and schizotypal personality, and 11 subjects with schizotypal personality. The mean P300 latency was similar in each of these groups and was significantly longer than in 32 patients with neuroses and other personality disorders and 74 nonpatient controls. These findings suggest that borderline and schizotypal patients share a similar abnormality in auditory stimulus evaluation and question whether or not these disorders are separate.